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Nutraceuticals, a term blending "nutrition" and "pharmaceutical," refer to food-derived products that
offer health benefits beyond basic nutrition. These include dietary supplements, functional foods,
and  bioactive  compounds  like  vitamins,  minerals,  probiotics,  omega-3  fatty  acids,  and  herbal
extracts.

Advanced  research  done  by  preventive  medicine  physicians  and  R  &  D  Units  have  enabled
nutraceuticals to prevent diseases, enhance well-being and boost health outcomes, and support
medical treatments providing patient care and relief in a very big way. Unlike pharmaceutical drugs,
which often target specific diseases, nutraceuticals work holistically to reduce the risk of chronic
conditions. For instance, omega-3 fatty acids, found in fish oil supplements, have been shown to
lower triglyceride levels and reduce the risk of cardiovascular diseases by up to 25%, according to
studies published. Similarly, multivitamins and multimineral combinations with fixed compositions
are linked to improving aging, addressing micronutrient deficiencies and helping disease recovery
better.
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Probiotics, another category of nutraceuticals, enhance gut health by balancing the microbiome.
Recent evidence indicates that probiotics can reduce the incidence of gastrointestinal disorders,
such as irritable bowel syndrome, by 15-20%. By strengthening the immune system, probiotics also
lower the risk of infections, making them a cornerstone of preventive care.



Why nutraceuticals are crucial in protecting health beyond basic nutrition

http://65.0.22.191/opinions/why-nutraceuticals-are-crucial-in-protecting-health-beyond-basic-nutrition/

Copyright © 2021 edmond.in Page: 4

Chronic Disease Management

Nutraceuticals play a vital role in managing chronic diseases, often complementing conventional
treatments.  For  example,  curcumin,  a  compound  in  turmeric,  exhibits  anti-inflammatory  and
antioxidant properties, making it effective in managing arthritis and metabolic syndrome. Clinical
trials have found that curcumin supplementation reduced joint pain in osteoarthritis patients by 40%
compared  to  placebo.  Similarly,  plant  sterols  and  stanols,  found in  fortified  foods,  lower  LDL
cholesterol levels by 10-15%, as per latest studies. This makes them valuable for individuals with
hypercholesterolemia,  reducing  reliance  on  statins  in  some  cases.  Nutraceuticals  thus  offer  a
natural, low-risk option for long-term disease management and also good health, particularly for
patients  seeking alternatives  to  pharmaceuticals  as  side  effects  of  long term pharmaceuticals
cannot be disputed.

Mental Health and Cognitive Function

The impact of nutraceuticals on mental health is another conversation that is increasing in medical
spaces. Omega-3 fatty acids, particularly DHA, are essential for brain health, with studies in popular
scientific  journals  linking their  supplementation  to  a  20% reduction  in  depressive  symptoms.  B
vitamins, such as folate and B12, support neurotransmitter function, potentially alleviating anxiety
and improving cognitive performance in older adults.

Safety Considerations in Nutraceutical Use

It is essential to select nutraceuticals from firms where good manufacturing practices are followed
and purity and consistency of the products ensured. Many a times, herbal supplements contain
pathogenic bacteria which is often unchecked and unregulated. Heavy metals such as lead and
arsenic may be present in products sourced from polluted places or those offered at throwaway
prices. Rigorous quality control and testing for microbial and chemical contaminants is essential to
reduce risks and ensure patient safety. Often to cut costs some nutraceutical firms use lower levels
of active compounds than claimed in labels. Standardization, where products are formulated to
contain consistent levels of bioactive compounds, is vital for efficacy and safety. Thus, while the use
of nutraceuticals is imminent and essential, following recommendations from preventive medicine
physicians remains important for those with comorbid health complications and also those who wish
to ensure a active health outcome at all times.


